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DISTANCE LEARNING UPDATE: STUDENT WORK SUBMISSION AND GRADING 
 

• Distance learning will begin on March 30th, 2020. 
• Students will receive announcements, resources, and assignments AND will submit work through 

Google Classroom and TurnItIn.com. 
o If you are having trouble accessing our Google Classroom, please send me an email 

ASAP.  
o Join codes for Turn It In will be posted in the Google Classroom by March 30th. 

• Assignments and assessments will be located in the Classwork section of the Google Classroom.  
• The week’s schedule will be posted in the Google Classroom Stream each week on Monday, and 

all assignments and assessments for the week will be due by Friday at 11:59 pm. If you have 
extenuating circumstances preventing you from completing course work, please contact me via 
email or Remind ASAP. 

• Assessments will be scheduled as determined by our course progress. Dates will be announced in 
the Stream in Monday’s schedule, or earlier if possible.  

• Assignments and assessments will be returned through Google Classroom, and graded essays 
will be returned via Turn It In. Please check your CVUSD email regularly. 

• Grades will continue to be posted in Aeries. Expect to see updates every 3 weeks at most. 
 

As we navigate distance learning for the first time together, plans and procedures may change. Any 
changes will be communicated in the Stream section of the Google Classroom. We will work together 
and be flexible during this time. You may continue to use Remind and email to communicate with me. 
Please use email for non-urgent matters and Remind for more time-sensitive concerns. 
 
DISTANCE LEARNING OFFICE HOURS: 
 
Monday & Wednesday – 12:30 to 2:30 pm 
 
I will be at my computer and available to answer emails and Remind texts during these hours. You may 
still email me outside of office hours, but my response may take longer.  

 
ORIGINAL SYLLABUS: 
 
This is an advanced English course at a college Freshman level designed for the student working above 
grade level who is university bound.  In addition to being an Honors level course, it also makes students 
eligible to gain college credit through the Advanced Placement Exam in May.  Course content is dictated 
by College Board Advanced Placement requirements and includes the following:  
 
GENERIC 

 

1. to be knowledgeable in a minimum of 7 areas (they may overlap): 
1 novel, 1 pre-1900 work, 1 post-1900 work, 2 non-fiction texts, several essayists, one 
columnist 

WRITING 
2. write in a variety of forms—analysis (especially taking into account structure and style as 

they affect content), interpretation, personal reflection, compare/contrast, definition, 
description, cause and effect, evaluation, classification, argumentation, persuasive, synthesis, 
rhetorical précis, and possibly some creative writing—about a variety of subjects (e.g., public 
policies, popular culture, personal experiences) 

 

3. write in informal contexts (e.g., imitation exercises, journal keeping, collaborative writing, 
and in-class responses) designed to help students become increasingly aware of themselves as 
writers and of the techniques employed by the writers they read 



 

4. do any from #2 as 300-500 or 500-1,000-word home assignments that proceed through 
several stages or drafts (teacher-read drafts must be typed and in MLA) OR as timed writings 
(20 minutes - 40 minutes) 

 

5. maintain a district/class portfolio and reflect upon its content 
 

6. show in their longer papers their mastery of the multi-paragraph essay (not necessarily 5 
paragraphs) 

 

7. show an understanding of the writing processes, including collaborative revision, 
documentation, and effective use of evidence 

 

8. write a well-focused thesis (preferably a full thesis paragraph as an intro.) that identifies the 
subject to be discussed and focuses the direction of the essay (with a minimum of repetition 
from the question itself) 

 

9. show mastery of concrete detail, sentence variety, parallel structure, figurative language, 
integrating quotations into their own sentences, varying sentence openers, and expanded 
vocabulary (verbs first, then adjectives, then nouns) 

 

10. show skill in sentence manipulation (ties in with all from #8), especially coordination and 
subordination, and the use of rhetoric 

 

11. write mature and insightful commentary (with a global scope)--analysis, interpretation, 
discussion, explication--to complement their concrete detail 

 

12. write 500-1500 word expository, analytical, and argumentative writing assignments that are 
based on readings representing a wide variety of prose styles and genres 

 

13. write a précis 
 

14. develop a precise and effective use of diction, style, and rhetoric: appropriately and 
effectively used wide-ranging vocabulary; a logical organization, enhanced by specific 
techniques to increase coherence, such as repetition, transitions, and emphasis; a balance of 
generalization and specific, illustrative detail, and an effective use of rhetoric, including 
controlling tone, establishing and maintaining voice, and achieving appropriate emphasis 
through diction and sentence structure 

 
 
RESEARCH 

15. utilize research skills, and in particular, the ability to evaluate, use, and cite primary and 
secondary sources. The course assigns projects such as the researched argument paper, which 
goes beyond the parameters of a traditional research paper by asking students to present an 
argument of their own that includes the analysis and synthesis of ideas from an array of 
sources. 

 

16.  cite sources using a recognized editorial style (MLA) 
READING 

17. analyze any element of style analysis (close reading) including the 13 elements we cover:  
diction, detail, point of view, organization, tone, attitude, sentence structure, syntax, 
phrasing, imagery, language, figurative language, and irony. 

 

18. Analyze any element of rhetorical analysis (close reading) including the elements of the 
rhetorical “howse”: the appeals, audience, purpose, argument, subtext, nuance, persona, 
rhetorical situation, and elements of visual analysis 

 

19. read and understand nonfiction readings (e.g., essays, journalism, political writing, science 
writing, nature writing, autobiographies/biographies, diaries, history, criticism) from both 
modern and past writers (16th century and on) that are selected to give students opportunities 
to identify and explain an author's use of rhetorical strategies and techniques—especially the 
study of the artistic use of language of increasing complexity and the function(s) of rhetoric 
in composition—with clear summaries and analyses.   The various effects achieved by 
writers’ linguistic and rhetorical choices are also studied in fiction and poetry, as well as the 
connection between rhetoric and style in each text. 

 



20. answer multiple choice questions efficiently and quickly from AP samples and our own; use 
the "eliminate and narrow" approach. 

 

21. have a working knowledge of the literature and rhetorical terms we have studied. 
 

22. show their grasp of the major trends in literature (literary periods from American authors). 
 

23. relate the work to its society and its author. 
 

24. draw inferences and conclusions from information given (including visual texts). 
 

25. analyze how graphics and visual images both relate to written texts and serve as alternative 
forms of text themselves 

 

26. analyze argument and rhetoric in everything we've read, including visual arguments. 
 
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

27. engage in discussion as both a speaker and a listener--interpreting, analyzing and 
summarizing. 

 

28. recognize the intention of a speaker and be aware of the techniques a speaker uses to affect an 
audience. 

 

29. present oral reports (speeches)--both informal and formal--to the class. 
 

30. recognize important points and take good notes in lectures and class discussion. 
 

31. keep a calendar of daily work. 
 
TENTATIVE TEXTS (print and video texts) 

American Dream:  A Short History of an Idea That Shaped a Nation, Cullen 
The Language of Composition, Third Edition, Shea et al 
The Narrative Life of Frederick Douglass, Douglass 
Articles from newspapers and magazines 
Other student choice texts connected to American literature and rhetoric 
Various video clips that tie to rhetoric  
 


